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Title of the Invention 

Tablecloth Covering And Method Of 
Covering And Skirting A Table 

Related Applications 

[0001] This patent application claims the benefit of, under Title 35, 
United States Code, Section 119(e), U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 
60/532.121, filed Decennber23, 2003. 

Field Of The Invention 

[0002] The invention relates to the field of tablecloth coverings and 
more particularly, to fitted tablecloth coverings that may be affixed to a table, 
and a method of covering and skirting a table. 

Background Of The Invention 

[0003] Tables used in for instance, trade shows have been utilized 
for many years. The tables typically have several standard sizes. The visual 
appeal of the presentation is closely related to the success of the product 
being advertised. 

[0004] However, these tables are typically used many times over 
leading to wear and tear. Therefore, these tables used for trade shows 
generally require a covering to be placed over the top surface and partially 
down the side of the table in order to dress up the table and to better present 
the product being advertised. 

[0005] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the current industry way of 
topping trade show tables 10 is utilizing a white vinyl material 12 that comes 



Express Mail No. EL 550 085 838 US 



on, for instance, rolls 14, that is then cut by hand using scissors 16 to fit the 
approximate size of the table and then is stapled to the side of the table 10 
using an industrial staple gun 18. A fabric skirt is then attached to the edge of 
the table, also by stapling. This approach has many drawbacks. 

[0006] For instance, because the material 12 comes on a roll 14 
and is manually cut to size, it is generally cut much larger than needed and 
sometimes under cut, therefore creating wasted material. 

[0007] Another problem is that current installation of the vinyl to the 
tabletop is to staple the material 12 directly to the sides of the table 10. The 
staples 20 damage the wood upon insertion and when the vinyl 12 is removed 
after the show; it is torn off leaving the staples 20 in the table. This greatly 
reduces the life span of the table as well as many wasted man hours 
removing the staples 20 by hand using a staple removal tool 22 (see FIG. 3). 

[0008] Still another problem is that as the staples 20 accumulate on 
the side of the table 10, it becomes increasing difficult to install the vinyl top 
and skirting. Also, as the tables 10 are removed as well as brought to the 
events they are placed on table dollies (not shown). During this procedure it 
is very common for equipment handlers to become injured from protruding 
staples. In addition, during such events, exhibitors themselves and attendees 
can become injured as well as clothing and trade show materials can become 
damaged from protruding un-removed staples. 

[0009] Finally, the current installation procedure is time consuming 
with the vinyl material 12 coming on 50 pound rolls 14 making it cumbersome 
to handle. 



Express Mail No. EL 550 085 838 US 



Summary Of The Invention 



[00010] What is desired then is an apparatus and method that will 
address the aforementioned problems. 

[00011] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide 
a tablecloth that may conveniently and quickly be affixed to a table and to 
provide an appealing visual presentation. 

[00012] This and other objects of the invention are achieved by 
providing a tablecloth that is pre-sized according to standard table 
dimensions. 

[00013] Some of the benefits to use of the present invention include 
for instance, there is no wasted material because the tablecloth is pre-cut to 
the correct size. 

[00014] In addition, the installation and removal of the tablecloth take 
very little time and pre-made tablecloths allow for a more exact piece count 
when, for instance, shipping to a show site. 

[00015] According to one aspect of the present invention, a table 
cover for covering a tabletop, comprises: a top cover for covering a top 
surface of a tabletop, the top cover having a generally polygonal contour with 
a plurality of sides at its outer periphery thereof; and, a plurality of side drops, 
each extending outwards from the respective one of the sides of the top 
cover, each of two adjacent ones of the side drops defining an adjoining 
corner with a first drop fold area and a second drop fold area configured to 
fold for binding the respective adjoining corner of the side drops with an 
adjacent side drop of the plurality of side drops. The first and second drop 
fold areas are preferably symmetrical to each other, configured to fold and 
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bind by binding agents, sewing, application of heat, or other known binding 
methods. The table cover is useful, in particular, as a trade show tablecloth. 
The table cover is preferably formed of a resilient material such as vinyl, and 
the top cover can be made to a dimension a little shorter than that of the 
tabletop and is applicable to cover the tabletop by stretching it. 

[00016] According to another aspect of the present invention, a table 
cover for covering a tabletop, comprises: a top cover for covering a top 
surface of a tabletop, the top cover formed of a resilient material and sized a 
little smaller than the top surface of the tabletop, the top cover including a 
plurality of sides at its outer periphery thereof; and, a plurality of side drops 
formed of a resilient material, each of the side drops extending outwards from 
the respective one of the sides of the top cover, each of two adjacent ones of 
the side drops defining an adjoining corner, each of the adjoining corners 
being folded and bound respectively to an adjacent side drop of the plurality of 
side drops. 

[00017] According to another aspect of the present invention, a 
covered table comprises a tabletop covered with a resilient table cover, the 
table cover having a top cover and a plurality of side drop portions extending 
from the top cover, each of two adjacent side drop portions defining an 
adjoining corner area there-between, the adjoining corner areas each being 
folded and bound to at least one of two adjacent side drop portions of the 
table cover, thereby forming a plurality of fitted corners of the table cover. 
The covered table preferably includes a skirt attached around the sides of the 
tabletop on top of the fitted sides of the table cover. The skirt can be formed 
of a fabric material and attached to the tabletop by applying a plurality of 
staples, tacks, or pins. 

[00018] According to another aspect of the present invention, a 
method of making a table cover for covering a tabletop, comprises: providing 
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a table cover formed of a resilient material and having a top cover and a 
plurality of side drop portions, the top cover being sized a little smaller than 
the top surface of the tabletop, the side drop portions including a plurality of 
adjoining corner areas between two adjacent side drop portions, each of the 
corner area including a first drop fold area and a second drop fold area; 
folding each of the adjoining corner areas about the first and second drop fold 
areas; and, binding each of the folded adjoining corner areas with adjacent 
side drop portions of the table cover so as to make the side drop portions 
drawn in a generally vertical direction when the table cover is placed over the 
tabletop. 

[00019] According to still another aspect of the present invention, a 
method of placing a table cover over a tabletop, comprising: providing a table 
cover formed of a resilient material and having a top cover and a plurality of 
side drop portions, the top cover being sized a little smaller than the top 
surface of the tabletop, the side drop portions including an adjoining corner 
area between two adjacent side drop portions, each of the corner area 
including a first drop fold area and a second drop fold area, the adjoining 
corner area being folded and bound to at least one of the two adjacent side 
drop portions of the table cover, thereby forming a plurality of fitted corners of 
the table cover; locking at least two of the fitted corners of the table cover onto 
corresponding corners of the tabletop; pulling and stretching the table cover 
across over opposite comers of the tabletop; and, locking the rest of the fitted 
corners of the table cover onto corresponding corners of the tabletop. 

[00020] According to a further aspect of the present invention, a 
method of applying table coverings onto a table, the table having a tabletop, 
the method comprises: providing a table cover formed of a resilient material 
and having a top cover and a plurality of side drop portions, the top cover 
being sized a little smaller than the top surface of the tabletop, the side drop 
portions including an adjoining corner area between two adjacent side drop 
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portions, each of the corner area including a first drop fold area and a second 
drop fold area, the adjoining corner area being folded and bound to at least 
one of the two adjacent side drop portions of the table cover, thereby forming 
a plurality of fitted corners of the table cover; locking at least two of the fitted 
corners of the table cover onto corresponding corners of the tabletop; pulling 
and stretching the table cover across over opposite corners of the tabletop; 
locking the rest of the fitted corners of the table cover onto corresponding 
corners of the tabletop; providing a skirt fornned of a fabric material and 
dimensioned to cover side areas of the table; and, attaching the skirt around 
the tabletop on top of the fitted sides of the table cover. 

[00021] The invention and its particular features and advantages will 
become more apparent form the following detailed description considered with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 

Brief Description Of The Drawings 

[00022] FIG. 1 illustrates installation of a tablecloth covering 
according to a method known in the prior art; 

[00023] FIG. 2 illustrates installation of the tablecloth covering of FIG. 
1 , showing the tablecloth being stapled to the side of the table; 

[00024] FIG. 3 illustrates removal of the staples according to the prior 

art; 

[00025] FIG. 4A is an illustration of one preferred embodiment of the 
present invention showing the tablecloth being initially applied to one end of 
the table; 
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[00026] FIG. 4B is an illustration of one preferred embodiment of the 
present invention according to FIG. 4A, showing the tablecloth being drawn 
across to the table; 

[00027] FIG. 4C is an illustration of one preferred embodiment of the 
present invention according to FIG, 4A. showing the tablecloth being applied 
over an opposite end of the table; 

[00028] FIG. 4D is an illustration of one preferred embodiment of the 
present invention according to FIG. 4A, showing the tablecloth applied to the 
table; 

[00029] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a typical table top showing 
dimensions of surfaces to be covered by the tablecloth; 

[00030] FIG. 6 is a partial top view of one preferred embodiment of 
the present invention; 

[00031] FIG. 7 is a partial bottom view of one preferred embodiment 
of the present invention according to FIG. 6; 

[00032] FIG. 8 is a partial top view of the tablecloth according to FIG. 
6 showing a folding of a corner; 

[00033] FIG. 9 is a partial bottom view of the tablecloth according to 

FIG. 8; 

[00034] FIG. 10 Is a partial bottom view of the tablecloth according to 
FIG. 9 illustrating a further fold of the corner for binding onto an inside drop of 
the tablecloth; and 
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[00035] FIG. 1 1 is a perspective view of one preferred embodiment 
of tlie present invention, illustrating application of a skirt along the sides of the 
tabletop on top of the covered tablecloth. 

Detailed Description Of The Drawings 

[00036] In one preferred embodiment of the present invention, a 
custom fitted, slip over tablecloth is provided that installs onto, for example, 
trade show tables with a non-intrusive application. With reference to FIG. 6, a 
tablecloth 50 includes a top cover "A" for covering the top surface of a 
tabletop 60 (FIGS. 4-5), and a plurality of (e.g., four) side drop portions "B" 
extending outwards from the top cover "A". The tablecloth material is precut 
to size to accommodate the existing size tables that are offered, or any other 
size tables for applying thereon. Existing size tables are typically 24" x 48", 
24" X 72" and 24" x 96" and having a 2 Vi" drop on all sides. In a trade show, 
for example, the site may accommodate many tables of different dimensions. 
For applying the tablecloths of the invention to these tables, the exact number 
of the tablecloths 50 can be cut to the corresponding sizes and shipped to the 
show site. As such, many tablecloths 50 can be cut in advance to cover the 
existing tables of one or many different dimensions. FIG. 5 illustrates a typical 
dimension of a conventional six foot table. 

[00037] The present invention, however, is not intended to be limited 
to any particular sizes and configurations of such tabletops. For example, the 
tablecloth of the invention is also applicable to any custom made tabletops 
with a wide variety of different sizes. It is also applicable to a tabletop having 
a rectangular, hexagonal, or other polygonal configuration. 

[00038] Tablecloths 50 is preferably formed of a thin resilient material 
such as a thin vinyl. For example, thin (e.g., about 4 mm thick) taffeta can be 
used for the material. Various polymers, or resilient fabric materials may also 
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be used. However, tablecloth 50 can be formed of a substantially non- 
resilient material. Tablecloth 50 may be transparent, white, colored, or 
include suitable decorations or pictures thereon. 

[00039] The top cover "A" of the tablecloth 50 is sized a little shorter 
than the actual dimension of the tabletop 60 so the resilient material may be 
stretched to fit tightly onto the tabletop 60. The side drops "B" of the 
tablecloth 50 is preferably a little wider than the drop size of the table 60 to 
sufficiently cover thereover. For example, in order to apply onto the 
conventional size tabletops with two and a half inch drops (see FIG. 5), thin 
vinyl material is cut into a rectangular shaped table cover 50 with the central 
top-cover portion "A" dimensioned about one (1 ) or one half (1/2) inch shorter 
than the size of the tabletop and the side drops 52 dimensioned to be about 
three inch wide. Typical dimensions of the top-cover portion "A" are as 
follows (when using 4 mm-thick taffeta): 

For four-foot (48") tabletop: 47.5" long; 

For six-foot (72") tabletop: 71 .5" long; 

For eight-foot (96") tabletop: 95" long; and 

Where, the width of the top-cover portion "A" is made to 
be the same as that of the tabletop (i.e., 24"). 

[00040] Alternatively, if the tablecloth 50 is formed of a substantially 
non-resilient material as discussed above, the top cover "A" of the tablecloth 
is sized to be the same or a little bigger than the actual dimension of the 
tabletop to slip onto the tabletop. Then, the fitted tablecloth formed in 
accordance with the description below, may include an elasticized portion 
particularly along the end sides of the tablecloth to secure the formed 
tablecloth onto the tabletop. For example, elastic materials such as rubber 
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strings may be attached along the edges of the tablecloth resembling 
conventional bed sheets. 

[00041] According to one preferred embodiment of the present 
invention as described herein below, four corners of the tablecloth 50 are now 
suitably folded and then bound with respective adjacent side drops 52 of the 
tablecloth 50 in order to provide a custom "fitted" cover applicable over the 
tabietop 60. 

[00042] With reference to FIG 6 which shows the tablecloth from 
outside of the tablecloth, the side drops "B" of the tablecloth 50 are first folded 
backwards along lines "P", Then, each corner area 54 defined by the folding 
is now inversely folded along line "Q" as shown in FIG. 8. This forms a first 
drop fold area "C" and a second drop fold area "D" at the corner area 54, each 
in a triangular shape facing one another. Then, the first and second drop fold 
areas C and D are bound to each other by a conventional binding method. 
Typically, binding agents are applied on the areas C and D for the connection 
thereof. However, other binding methods can also be applied, for example, 
such as vinyl welding, riveting, sewing, gluing, elastic or hot knifed or sonic 
welding, heat formed connection, and Velcro-type connection, etc. After 
binding of the areas C and D. binding agents are similarly applied to an 
opposite side of the corner area 54, i.e., on the left inside drop fold area F 
(shown FIGS. 7 and 8). Then, the combined corner 54 is folded toward a 
direction 56, and the drop fold area F is bound to the inside drop E as shown 
in FIG. 10. Alternately, the corner 54 can be folded in an opposite direction 
(i.e., inversely to the direction 56) and bound onto the other side of drop E, 
with binding agents previously applied there-about. 

[00043] The above-described folding and binding is repeated on all 
four sides. To facilitate the folding of the corners, boundary identification lines 
"P" and "Q" can be printed in advance on the tablecloth 50, preferably with ink 
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or in pressed or embedded lines. Finished exterior corners illustrate only the 
areas A and B as finished corners when seen from the outside. This finished 
process creates a monolithic table covering for fitting over a tabletop. 

[00044] The following are letter keys for use in reference with FIGS. 

6-10: 

For 3" Drop fold - 

A: Top cover = 24" x 487 72796" 

B: Outside drop 

C: Outside drop fold / left 

D: Outside drop fold / right 

E: Inside drop 

F: Inside drop fold / left 

G: Inside drop fold / right 

Where, C is fused to D; and F is fused to E. 

[00045] In accordance with one preferred embodiment of the 
invention, application of the tablecloth or table cover is described herein, with 
reference to FIGS. 4A-4C. Two formed corners 52 of the tablecloth 50 are 
first locked onto two corresponding corners on one lateral side of the tabletop 
60, as shown in FIG. 4A. Then, the tablecloth 50 is drawn across the corners 
on the opposite sides of the table, as indicated by arrow "X" in FIG. 4B. Now, 
the resilient material 50 is pulled and stretched a little, and the rest two formed 
corners of the tablecloth 50 are locked onto two corresponding corners of the 
table as shown in FIG. 4C, thus allowing for a custom "fitted" top. Here, in 
order to prevent development of wrinkles on the fitted tablecloth 50, the 
resilient tablecloth 50 is to be adequately pulled and smoothed by the hands 
or with the aid of a ruler or a straight bar. The tablecloth 50 covers the top of 
the table as well as the lip around the four sides as shown in FIG. 4D. 

[00046] Such tables with their tabletops 60 covered by the resilient 
tablecloth 50 can be used, for example, as trade show tables. However, in 
accordance with another preferred embodiment of the invention as described 
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herein below, the tables can be preferably covered by additional skirts around 
the side areas of the table. 

[00047] With reference now to FIG. 1 1 , application of side skirts onto 
the covered table is described herein. Skirt 70 is preferably formed of fabric 
or a similar material which is tougher than the resilient tablecloth material. 
The skirt 70 has a width for suitably covering the sides of the table, and is 
provided in a roll 72. The skirt 70 may include a reinforced band 74 around 
the top area of the skirt. The band 74 is similarly formed of a fabric-like 
material and can provide a tougher foundation for applying staples or tacks, 
as will be described herein below. 

[00048] A free end of the rolled skirt 70 is first affixed onto a side of 
the tabletop 60 with staples 76 applied along the side of the tabletop 60 by 
using a suitable staple applicator 78. Instead of applying staples 76, other 
known fasteners such as pins, tacks, or the like can be applied either by 
hands or using an applicator known in the art. The remaining portion of the 
skirt 70 is now adequately placed onto the sides of the tabletop 60 and affixed 
there-around in a similar way. During installation of the skirt 70, the tablecloth 
may be further pulled tight to remove wrinkles. Also, it is advantageous to 
apply the fasteners (such as staples, tacks, or pins) onto the reinforced band 
74 because it can more securely hold the staples or the like. Accordingly, 
covered tables of appealing appearance can be provided for using, for 
example, in a trade show. 

[00049] One preferred method for disassembly of the coverings (i.e., 
the skirt 70 and the tablecloth 50) is now described. First, one end side of the 
fabric skirt 70. which is affixed onto the tabletop 60 by staples 76, is pulled for 
disassembly. Since the skirt is formed of a fabric material and preferably 
reinforced with the band 74, this pulling action causes the corresponding 
portions of the fabric skirt 70 and the staples 76 to be detached from the 
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tabletop 60 without damaging the skirt 70 and the tablecloth 50. The 
remaining portion of the skirt 70 is then pulled to complete the disassembly of 
the skirt and the staples (or tacks). 

[00050] Now. the tablecloth 50 is peeled off from the tabletop 60 in a 
reverse order to that of the application of the tablecloth as described above, 
and this completes the disassembly process. The tablecloth 50 removed from 
the tabletop 60 is typically discarded. However, since the removed tablecloth 
50 my not be damaged, it can be reused for a later trade show, 

[00051] Although the invention has been described with reference to 
particular ingredients and formulations and the like, these are not intended to 
exhaust all possible arrangements or features, and indeed many other 
modifications and variations will be ascertainable to those of skill in the art. 
For example, the tablecloth of the invention may have a hexagonal (or other 
polygonal) shape, as described above, for accommodating with a similarly 
shaped tabletop. Then, its drop fold areas may have a different shape other 
than that described above to adequately fold and bind to an adjacent side 
drop. 
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